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Hi Class, 

Thanks again to everyone who read the Frequently Asked Questions guide on 
Blackboard before asking questions about the Vinyl Record Project.  

Some reminders: this is a typed report that must be 1-3 pages, double-spaced 
using12 pt. font size, which means it can be as little as 250 words if you have a 
thesis and can back it up. 

By the way, this university has a Writing Center. Visit http://writingcenter.ua.edu/ 
for more information. In this center, you can develop the writing skills necessary 
for academic success through free, friendly, one-to-one consultations. But 
before you head over, it is always helpful to write something, even if it’s a thesis 
sentence or an outline of your paper.  

Also, you may forego the report and instead create a video presentation that is 
at least 30 seconds, but no more than 2 minutes. If you have a smartphone, feel 
free to use your phone’s video camera. Need help on the video? Visit the 
Sanford Media Center’s website at http://www.lib.ua.edu/smc/ and then head 
over to this center and get technical support. 

IMPORTANT:  

You MUST read the Frequently Asked Questions hand-out BEFORE visiting me for 
additional assistance during my office hours (1:30-3pm Fridays in Rm. 226 
tenHoor). I can’t wait to talk to you if you still have questions after following ALL 
of these instructions or the ones below. It’s highly likely we will have a great 
meeting because you are really thinking this project through and that’s 
outstanding. 

If you visit and ask a question that has been answered in this document, I will 
give you the handout, kindly ask you to step outside my office, find a chair in the 
main corridor on the second floor or another quiet place, read the hand-out 
and then return to my office to discuss what you just read. Please save yourself 
time. Also, know that upon your return, I may be with another student or no 
longer there if it is after 3:30. So come prepared to have a productive 
conversation. 

Good questions/comments AFTER you have read this hand out include: 

1. I saw a lyric (or word, song title, or piece of art) that made me curious 
about what it means to be “American.” The word/lyric/song title/piece of 

http://writingcenter.ua.edu/
https://legacy.webmail.ua.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=vON3D7zn-EOk3HXUzo-c4rGFsATlbNFIOAiimQ-tcJoaEF8ChWLFbvmAgFKF-P1b5K5MjTN1l5I.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lib.ua.edu%2fsmc%2f


2 
 

art is ____________________ [YOU FILL IN THE BLANK] __________________. 
Could you kindly help me think this through a bit? 

2. I did some research on my album’s artist(s) and album’s title and 
discovered ___________[FILL IN THE BLANK] _________________and I think this 
may be something I could write about/make a short video about, but 
could you help me think this through a bit? 

3. I completed a draft of my paper/video, but want to make sure I am on 
the right track. Would you please take a look at this and let me know? 

4. I want to talk to you about what I think it means to be American. I think it 
means _________________[FILL IN THE BLANK]__________________. Am I on 
the right track? 

5. I don’t agree with everything people say about America or being 
American. Can I address this issue in my project? 
 
In other words, you should try to do a little work on your own before asking 
for additional help.  

Please continue reading if you are still confused because you: 

1) still have NOT read the Frequently Asked Questions Guide  

2) do not know how to log into Blackboard.   

First, if you are unfamiliar with Blackboard, you are missing out on the benefits of 
using an important tool that is essential for doing well in this course and other 
courses. No one can use Blackboard for you. You must learn how to use it for 
yourself. Please learn how to do so as soon as possible.  

If you feel uncomfortable asking a classmate/housemate/roommate/dormmate 
for help, please visit one of the many College of Arts and Sciences computer 
labs.  

For general information on these labs, visit http://etech.as.ua.edu/labs/ . For 
location and hours, visit http://etech.as.ua.edu/lab_info . As best I can tell, these 
labs are closed on the weekends. On weekends, please wait until a weekday or 
visit Gorgas or another library and log into an available computer. 

After you arrive, find an attendant and announce that you are visiting for the 
first time and need help logging into the computer and moreover, help logging 
into Blackboard to download an important course document. 

http://etech.as.ua.edu/labs/
http://etech.as.ua.edu/lab_info
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Computers in all labs can be used by any student, employee, or faculty 
member with a valid Bama ID, except during scheduled class sessions.  

Follow the remaining instructions: 

 

1) Log into the computer and open your  Internet browser 
2) Type “ualearn.blackboard.com” into the browser 
3) Log into Blackboard using your myBama username and password. 
4) Look for HY 103 (our course number) under your courses. 
5) Click on “HY 103.” 

You will be directed to HY 103’s Home Page.  

6) SCROLL DOWN and CLICK ON “Frequently Asked Questions Vinyl Record 
Project.” 

A window giving you the option to “open” this document or “save” it will pop 
up.  

7) Decide on your preferred option by pressing it and next, clicking “OK.” Click 
SAVE only if you using your own computer. Click OPEN if you are using 
someone else’s computer. 

8) If you do not immediately see these options, click “HERE,” which is in red and 
you will see the two options. 

9) Print this document after clicking OPEN or SAVE.  
10)  Go to the printer and claim your document. 
11)  If you are in a computer lab, log off and thank the attendant for his or her 

help. 
12)  Find a quiet place and slowly read this document.  
13)  Next, find your record. Look carefully at your record. Look at the cover and 

the song titles. Pay attention to anything that perks your interest, even for 
reasons unclear. Next, follow all instructions in the Frequently Asked 
Questions hand-out. 

14)  Write down questions that remain unanswered AFTER your have read this 
hand-out. Then come see me during my office hours.  


