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 (TOPIC SENTENCE)“The Road,” a song on Jackson Browne’s album “Running on Empty,” 

evokes many images and ideas that epitomize what it means to be American. In this paper, I 

will address this issue by focusing on how a road serves as both a metaphor and something 

tangible for everyone from early settlers to modern-day people who have encountered the land 

that became the United States (THESIS SENTENCE).  Fulfilling both aims requires paying close 

attention to abstract ideals like the desire to have more and moving from one space to another 

to get as much, but also concrete things like the technology that is necessary for such 

movement. 

  (TOPIC SENTENCE) There has been much movement across time in the land that is the 

United States. In fact, migration has been extremely important aspect of life in the Americas.  

(THEME SENTENCE) For example, Paleo-Indians traveled across the Bering Strait, an icy bridge 

that connected Russia to Alaska1. At the time, they were in search of game such as deer. 

Thousands of years later, human beings arrived here for other reasons including the desire to 

practice their religion freely or to become wealthier, sometimes with the assistance of those 

who arrived here via force (it is okay to make this distinction early as you gesture toward it 

later). (THEME SENTENCE) Nowadays it is generally accepted that most Americans have roots in 

a foreign country, meaning their ancestors descended from somewhere other than North 

America. (THEME SENTENCE) For instance, the ancestors of Deborah Sampson, a colonial 

                                                      
1 Green, Sharony. “Introduction.” Lecture, HY 103 from University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL, August 22, 2014. 
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woman who served in the American Revolutionary war, were Puritans who arrived here on the 

Mayflower with the desire to practice their religious beliefs more freely than possible in 

England2  (THEME SENTENCE) Indeed, the first European settlers arrived beginning in the 15th 

century (not 1500s, Rachel. Remember, Columbus arrived in 1492).  

 (TOPIC SENTENCE) By 1619, English settlers began t importing enslaved people (it is 

generally better to say enslaved as human beings are enslaved) from Africa.  (THEME 

SENTENCE) About half a million Africans were forcibly brought across the Atlantic into 

America3.  (THEME SENTENCE) These early Americans and people of African descent figure into 

a long line of people who metaphorically took different roads to reach America.  (THEME 

SENTENCE) Even today, immigrants arrive from all over the world,  creating what has become 

diverse and unique society that is now understood to be America.4 

 (TOPIC SENTENCE) The metaphor of a road can pushed to include movement inside of 

what became the United States, something important if westward expansion is considered.  

(THEME SENTENCE) Such expansion certainly evokes the spirit of what it means to be American. 

For instance, when President Thomas Jefferson purchased the territory of Louisiana in 1803, he 

demonstrated how being American relied on migration to more distant frontiers, but also on 

land ownership for some, but not all people (who is included and who is left out at this 

juncture, Rachel? Women? People of African descent? Native Americans?).  (THEME 

SENTENCE) Over the next century, millions of pioneers travelled westward on many roads 

                                                      
2 NEEDS CITATION 
3 Mintz, Steven. “Facts About the Slave Trade and Slavery.”  Accessed September 11, 2014.  
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/slavery-and-anti-slavery/resources/facts-about-slave-trade-and-
slavery.  
4 Randall Monger and James Yankay. “U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents: 2013.” Accessed September 2, 2014. 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_lpr_fr_2013.pdf.  
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leading away from their homes and toward the newly-purchased Louisiana Territory in search 

of independence and liberty5.   

 (TOPIC SENTENCE) But this idea of roads goes beyond migration and metaphor and can 

be extended to include the development of roads and transportation systems.  (THEME 

SENTENCE) It is worth it to consider, for example, the construction of the first transcontinental 

railroad.  (THEME SENTENCE) Over seven (only seven?) years, as two companies (which ones?) 

worked tirelessly in competition with each other, the North American continent virtually 

shrunk, making travel much easier and more affordable6.  (THEME SENTENCE) Less than twenty 

years (please provide a specific year for the completion of transcontinental travel and the 

invention of the first automobile for a mass market) after the completion of this major 

development, the automobile created new ways to move through space in these United States.  

(NOT SURE IF THIS SENTENCE IS NEEDED: Toward the end of the 19th Century, during what is 

known as the Progressive Era, several bright Americans created various early forms of the 

automobile).7.  (THEME SENTENCE) By 1956, the interstate system permitted them to do as 

much on smoother and more cohesive roads. (Delete or recast: Related to the development of 

the automobile and the American road is another invention important to the American way of 

life: the Interstate system.  Americans use the Interstate system for all sorts of reasons today, 

but it is a relatively new component of America’s transportation system.  It was not until 1956 

                                                      
5 “Westward Expansion,” accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion.  
 
6 History. “Transcontinental Railroad.” Accessed September 9, 2014. 
http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/transcontinental-railroad.  
7 “The First American Automobile Race.”  Accessed September 10, 2014.  
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/progress/jb_progress_autorace_2.html  
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that the federal government began to build this extensive roadway system8.  The recency of the 

construction of the Interstate system and all the road-related technology shows America’s 

quality of progressiveness and desire to constantly improve). 

(TOPIC SENTENCE) In conclusion, Jackson Browne’s “The Road” permits us to witness 

how a road serves as both a metaphor and something tangible for people who encountered the 

land that became the United States, and moreover, how movement and migration, with 

technological advancements, eventually became something that is critical to what it means to 

be American. (THEME SENTENCE) Many people travelled different roads to help shape America 

into the country millions of people call home today9. (delete or recast: America is an extremely 

diverse nation due to her rich history of immigration and foreign beginnings.  The title of 

Jackson Browne’s song “The Road,” describes the reason for America’s diversity.    Roads also 

represent technology and skills that Americans have developed throughout the history of this 

nation). 
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Massage  text, reposition it in text, or delete: .  contains a song titled “The Road”.  That 

simple word evoked many thoughts and ideas in my head.  Many meanings are held in the word 

road.  For example, the road implies some sort of travel whether it be a short trip to the store 

or a long road trip vacation or even a nomadic style of life “on the road”.  Many of these ideas 

                                                      
8 “The Interstate Highway System.” Accessed September 11, 2014. http://www.history.com/topics/interstate-
highway-system.  
9“U.S. and World Population Clock.” Accessed September 11, 2014. http://www.census.gov/popclock/.  
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regarding travel are very American since American history is based on travel.  Another example 

is the technology involved in roads.  Roads require constant maintenance to be kept in good 

condition, and the invention and constant improvement of automobiles are also necessary 

factors in the success of the American roadway system.  Overall, the phrase “The Road” carries 

a very American feeling. 


